Clinical characteristics associated with orbital invasion of cutaneous basal cell and squamous cell tumors of the eyelid.
Over a six-year period, between 1984 and 1990, 622 patients with basal cell and squamous cell carcinoma of the eyelids were examined at our institution. Thirteen patients had orbital invasion at initial examination. The average age of patients at orbital invasion was 75.8 years. Ten patients were men, eight of whom had basal cell carcinoma and two of whom had squamous cell carcinoma. Most patients had an orbital mass and incomitant strabismus at initial examination. Invasive basal cell carcinoma developed in 11 patients, and squamous cell carcinoma developed in two patients. Ten patients were treated for cutaneous carcinoma at the site of invasion before examination at our institution. The average duration between onset of a cutaneous lesion and our examination for orbital invasion was 9.8 years for basal cell carcinoma and one year for squamous cell carcinoma. Radiologic and histopathologic features were reviewed. The clinical characteristics of these patients were reviewed and orbital exenteration was recommended to all 13 patients. Nine patients underwent exenteration and four refused the operation.